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I DON’T CARE

    Feature Film
    2018

    103 min
    Director, Producer, Writer, Performer,

    Editor, Sound Mixer

FILMMAKER’S STATEMENT:
I Don’t Care is a character study and cautionary tale of a mediocre 
filmmaker whose ego is so inflated, and interest in productively making 
work so negligible that he takes all of his self-hate out on his cast, crew 
and world around him.
The film features myself as the main character (playing a version of 
myself I hope to never become) and a cast of Chicago actors and 
artists; including Sasha Gioppo, Bryn Packard, Kevin Stangler, Cameron 
Worden, Calum Walter, Brad Akin, and Walter Briggs playing various 
versions of themselves. Even the crew (including Joseph Carr, Taylor 
Wood, Greg Stephen Reigh, Abby Young, Lindsay Denniberg, Tommy 
Heffron) are made up of artists who have their own practice beyond 
being qualified. As with my first film, Children Without Parents, this film 
was fully realized during a process of rehearsals and improvisations with 
the cast. Though the film is an investigation of myself, it’s extremely 
important for me to have my work be a collaborative process. My goal in 
process is to make work that democratizes filmmaking and makes it a 
community practice, and my goal in concept is to make a work that 
speaks to the current climate of filmmaking (or art-making in general), 
and casts some criticality on those who are more interested in being the 
artist than making their art.

PRODUCTION STILL

VIDEO:
(Click text to link to video)

I DON’T CARE EXCERPT
I DON’T CARE TRAILER

I DON’T CARE FULL FILM

https://vimeo.com/189252970
https://vimeo.com/158854698
https://vimeo.com/118401244


I DON’T CARE

Feature Film
2018
103 min
Director, Producer, Writer, Performer,
Editor, Sound Mixer

PRESS:

“It’s a mini-masterpiece of cringe humor that should resonate with anyone familiar with the 
sometimes-harrowing process of artistic collaboration.”

“Fortunately, Puccini had the good sense to cast the soulful, Jeff-award winning actress 
Sasha Gioppo opposite him, and much of this modest film’s comedic power results from 
waiting for her character—initially good-natured but unpaid and underfed—to crack under 
the guidance of her ungrateful and indecisive “auteur.”

                                       - Michael G. Smith, Time Out Chicago

“Casey Puccini is pretty damn good as Casey Puccini in Chicago filmmaker Casey 
Puccini’s new feature, I Don’t Care, a film in which self-indulgence becomes a vehicle for 
self-interrogation.”

one of the pleasures of I Don’t Care comes in trying to establish where Puccini’s slovenly, 
uninspired on screen avatar converges with the sharp-witted creative mind at work behind 
the camera: can a line be drawn between them?”

“The audience’s growing exasperation with Casey is directly tied to Sasha’s: without her 
keen ability to balance disillusionment, scorn, humor, and genuine creative investment in 
the project, the film’s explosive payoff would undoubtedly fall flat. Similarly, in crafting a 
character who grows more obnoxious from scene to scene, the narrative cohesion of I 
Don’t Care depends on Puccini’s own strength as a performer, testing his ability to 
preserve a goofy charisma even as he reveals himself to be a petty tyrant.”

                                                            - Mike Metzger, Cine-File Chicago

 “Much of the discomforting humor stems from the bad behavior people think they can get 
away with under the pretense of being an artist—ultimately this isn't a comedy so much as 
a cautionary tale.”

           - Ben Sachs, Chicago Reader



CHILDREN WITHOUT 

PARENTS

Feature Film
2013

79 min
Director, Producer, Writer, 

Performer, Editor

FILMMAKER’S STATEMENT:
Children Without Parents is about four siblings coming to terms 
with themselves and each other after the untimely death of their 
father. The idea was born out of an investigation of my life and 
personality in relation to my father’s. I cast actors to play my 
siblings and I played myself in the “pre-enactment” of this 
eventuality. My desire to use this format for this investigation 
arose from my own skepticism of the typical ‘death in the family’ 
narrative movies employ; that with the loss of a patriarchal head, 
people are able to overcome their limitations and be a fully 
realized person. Before and during the making of this film, I was 
very aware of how much of my father’s persona is inside of me, 
and thought it would be more interesting to examine the reasons 
behind who we are because of where we are from and, the past 
and people we cannot ever escape.

PRODUCTION STILL

VIDEO:
(Click text to link to video)

CHILDREN WITHOUT PARENTS EXCERPT
CHILDREN WITHOUT PARENTS TRAILER

CHILDREN WITHOUT PARENTS FULL FILM

https://vimeo.com/73092807
https://vimeo.com/61057152
https://vimeo.com/42224827


CHILDREN WITHOUT 

PARENTS

Feature Film
2013
79 min
Director, Producer, Writer, 
Performer, Editor

PRESS:

“In this daring work of Autobiographical fiction, Director Puccini explores the 
contentious relationship of four self-centered siblings dismantling their father’s 
household in the wake of his recent suicide. Busts of black comedy and zany 
surrealism punctuated the drama as Tanya and her three brothers rehash childhood 
traumas, grudges and secrets.” 
       – Barbara Scharres, Head Programmer Gene Siskel Film Center

“The characters which are all based on Casey Puccini’s brothers and sister come to 
life in a very believable. They truly personify the picture of dysfunctional family. So 
well that you could almost think you were watching a home movie instead of a 
motion picture which I think is a testament to the marvelous talents of the actors 
and the direction of Casey Puccini.” 

              - Justin Kincaid, Critic Film Fervor

“There’s honesty to this that shines through any budgetary constraints Puccini may 
have needed to endure on the road to getting his debut feature off the ground. 
Sticking to a cast of four and a single locale works wonders not only in keeping 
things minimal, but also claustrophobic. This foursome is literally on top of each 
other amongst objects possessed by as many trying times as joyous. And just as 
regret and guilt can rise in the memory of old transgressions, so too does 
resentment. Ancient feuds with no true bearing other than being between siblings 
forced to exist in the same space reignite and most infectious laughter turns to 
deep sorrow at the drop of a hat. Ego trumps humility and the past becomes 
present.” 

         -Jared Mobarak, Critic jaredmobarak.com



CHILDREN WITHOUT 

PARENTS

Feature Film
2013

79 min
Director, Producer, Writer, 

Performer, Editor

DISTRIBUTION:
Indie Rights Films. AVAILABLE ON AMAZON

SCREENINGS:
- Gene Siskel Film Center (Theatrical Run) 2013, Chicago IL
- Reelheart International Film Festival 2013, Toronto ON
- C Space Gallery 2014, Beijing China
- Fandependent Films Online Film Festival 2016
- DIY Film Festival 2014, Los Angeles CA
- Minneapolis Underground Film Festival 2013, Minneapolis MN
- No Nation Gallery 2014, Chicago IL

AWARDS & HONORS:
- Audience Award, Fandependent Films Online Festival
- Honorable Mention Best Dramatic Feature, DIY Film Festival
- Best Feature (3rd), Reelheart International Film Festival              
- Rising Star Award, Canada International Film Festival

PRESS:
- Children Without Parents Review by Justin Kincaid, Film Fervor, Oct 2, 2016
- Children Without Parents Review by Jared Mobarak, jaredmobarak.com, Feb 9, 2016
- Casey Puccini on “Children Without Parents” by Matt Fagerholm, Indie Outlook, Nov 2, 2013
- Children Without Parents by Ben Sachs, Chicago Reader, Nov 2, 2013
- Films “With Heart” Find A Home At Reelheart International Film Festival by Kevin Scott, June 
24, 2013

CHILDREN WITHOUT PARENTS: THE FUNERAL

Exhibition and Live Performance
Featuring works by: 

Casey Puccini, Calum Walter, Joey Carr, Cameron Worden, 
Brian Wiebe, Taylor Wood and Drew Hanks

Dec 6, 2104

Children Without Parents was included in a live performance at No Nation 
Gallery in Wicker Park. I curated the evening, which included video and 
installation work by peers and fellow artists who were involved with the 

production of the film, as well as a screening of Children Without Parents and 
a eulogy performance by myself, with the evening ending in a climatic 

spreading of the ashes.

https://www.amazon.com/Children-Without-Parents-Bryn-Packard/dp/B076N285VJ/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1538925548&sr=8-1&keywords=casey+puccini


GERANIUM

SHORT FILM    
2011
10 min
Director, Producer, Writer, Editor, Performer

SCREENINGS:
- Soft  Cage Films  Electric  Screen  Test  3 August 2017
- VAM Magazine Screening Series April 2016
- WRETCHED NOBLES Film & Video Series: 
   Relationships &  Repetition April 2015
- Sullivan Galleries May 2012, Chicago IL

   

DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT:
Geranium is a short semi-biographical experimental film. The initial seed of the 

film was inspired by Theodore Roethke’s “The Geranium”, and audio 
recordings I was taking of my father at the time. I began to see the 

idiosyncrasies of a man of a certain age who is ‘coming to terms’ with his 
personality and its effect on people as a justification of never seeing beyond 

himself. The film is comprised of vignettes of the life of an unseen protagonist, 
told mostly through his space, his items and his plant, a geranium in a constant 
state of withering, waiting for the care it will never receive. I adapted my father’s 

recordings into voice over recollections of a man who is all too willing to share 
why he will never be there for anybody but himself.

VIDEO:
(Click text to link to video)
GERANIUM EXCERPT

GERANIUM FULL

https://vimeo.com/29918607
https://vimeo.com/29245596


COLLABORATIVE 

WORK

DISCONTINUITY 
(dir) Lori Felker
2016/15 min/Role: Cinematographer

DISTRIBUTION:
- Fandor. Sponsorship by Fandor FixShorts
SCREENINGS:
- Slamdance Film Festival 2016
- Ann Arbor Film Festival 2016
- First Person Cinema 2016
- Minneapolis St Paul International Film Festival 2016
- Wisconsin Film Festival 2016
- St. Kilda Film Festival 2016
- Chicago Underground Film Festival 2016
- Rooftop Films Summer Series 2016
- Unknown Pleasures Berlin 2016
- Palm Springs Short Film Festival 2016

VIDEO DIARY OF A LOST GIRL 
(dir) Lindsay Denniberg

2012/95 min/Role: Cinematographer     

AWARDS:
- Audience Award, Chicago Underground Film Festival 2012

- Best Cinema Du Curious Feature, South Texas Underground Film 
Festival 2012

- Best Feature, Dark Carnival Film Festival 2012
- It Came From the 80’s Underground Award, Pollygrind Film Festival 

2012
- Best Feature, Zed Fest 2012



COLLABORATIVE 

WORK
SLIDER; NANTY; LATEST SUN IS 

SINKING FAST; DEVOTIONAL ANIMALS

(dir) Melika Bass
2012-2015/Role: Camera & Installation Technician

         
EXHIBITIONS/SCREENINGS:

- Chicago International Film Festival, 2018
- BOLT Project Space, 

Chicago Artist Coalition 2012
- The Presence of Absence, 

Hairpin Arts Center 2013
- Iceberg Projects, 2013
- Hyde Park Arts Center

- Sick by Seven, A Red Orchid Theatre 2016

KAYUGA PROJECT 
(dir) Catherine Pancake
2012/45 min/Role: 16mm Cinematographer

HONORS:
- Supported by the Claire Rosen and Samuel Edes Foundation
EXHIBITIONS:
- MIXNYC Festival 2013
- PSi19 International Performance Conference, Stanford -     
University 2013
- SPARK-GAP, Group exhibition, Vox Populi Gallery, Philadelphia 
PA 2013
- Queertopia Conference, featured film, Northwestern University, 
Chicago IL 2012
- Gene Siskel Theater, Thesis screening, Chicago IL 2012



LINKS TO WORK

Website: http://www.puccinifilm.com/work/

[EXCERPT] https://vimeo.com/189252970
[TRAILER] https://vimeo.com/158854698
[FULL FILM] https://vimeo.com/118401244

[EXCERPT] https://vimeo.com/73092807
[TRAILER] https://vimeo.com/61057152
[FULL FILM] https://vimeo.com/42224827

[EXCERPT] https://vimeo.com/29918607
[FULL FILM] https://vimeo.com/29245596

EVERYBODY SMILE [2018] https://vimeo.com/247744686
MAYDAY [2011] https://vimeo.com/31903764
UNCLE BOB [2011] https://vimeo.com/17863855
SMOKER’S COUGH [2008] https://vimeo.com/13892342
RAE [2008] https://vimeo.com/13635626

I Don’t Care:

Children Without Parents:

Geranium:

Other Work:

http://www.puccinifilm.com/work/
https://vimeo.com/189252970
https://vimeo.com/158854698
https://vimeo.com/118401244
https://vimeo.com/73092807
https://vimeo.com/61057152
https://vimeo.com/42224827
https://vimeo.com/29918607
https://vimeo.com/29245596
https://vimeo.com/247744686
https://vimeo.com/31903764
https://vimeo.com/17863855
https://vimeo.com/13892342
https://vimeo.com/13635626

